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City Park to be modeled closely after Atlanta's East

astrophe comes a plan to revitalize the public and
ew Orleans.

ed East Lake community in Atlanta, the Fore!Kids
$200 million project that would turn the battered and
ant piece of property and bring the annual PGA Tour

000-unit mixed-income housing facility, two 400-pupil
near the sprawling, vacant St. Bernard complex in the

an Mike Rodrigue refers to the wide-sweeping project
ptual design is nearing completion and should be ready
e Department of Housing and Urban Development, the
cation, City Park, the city and the state.

hich will rely heavily on money from private/corporate
nding, will result in a civic hole-in-one.

ng our PGA Tour event back to the park, and Katrina
it has been so heavily damaged," Rodrigue said. "That
es with the habitational and educational sides to make
st a golf project.

s hard numbers yet. We're still waiting on our artistic
£

the support of the PGA Tour and the Zurich Financial
Tour event in New Orleans the past two years.

e envisions the tournament could be staged at a new,
t City Park in 2010. Where the tournament will be
ed. Negotiations are ongoing with officials from English
isiana.

," Rodrigue said. "But the tour is fully supportive of
e it brings business to the event with the revival of the

CBD and putting the second-largest urban park (1,300
es worldwide, just adds a complete dynamic to the

or the PGA Tour, said his organization is supportive of
he first inning."

Park, and we're very intrigued by the concept," Crosby
is interesting. The concept is something we would be
od for the community, it'd be good for golf and what's

http://www.atlantahousing.org/pressroom/index.cfm?Fuseaction=printpubs_full&ID=126[3/20/2009 10:23:08 AM]




AHA

to answer questions with a lot more specificity. But
urface of it, and it would be something that we would

the deteriorating City Park golf complex was spawned
New Orleans on Aug. 29 and crippled its levee system,
r several weeks.

left the St. Bernard housing complex and City Park in
milies and damaging schools and 1,300 acres of prime
ake Community rags-to-riches blueprint, Rodrigue and

he mid-1990s by Atlanta philanthropist Tom Cousins, a
the city's worst neighborhood, once known as "Little

purchased the near-bankrupt East Lake Golf Club as a
scale club catering to the country's sporting elite. It is
ndary Bobby Jones took his first and last golf shots.

gested $200,000 donation to the East Lake Community

rating costs go back into the foundation's coffers.

nt complex where the East Lake Meadows housing
entary school and replaced it with the Charles L. Drew
in Atlanta, at a cost of $17.5 million, all but $1.5

ilt an 18-hole course at the Villages of East Lake and a
d with Drew Charter School and serves as a key youth
. The academy is now part of the First Tee Program, a
ity and minority children's participation in golf. The
.6 million.

holistic concept," Rodrigue said. "We're trying to take a
esign together. But the engine driving this train has
ment back to its home at City Park."

s originated at City Park in 1938 before moving to
h Turn in 1989 through 2004. It relocated to the new
glish Turn this year after Katrina rendered the TPC of

would be the signature venue at City Park, plans also
approximately 7,000 yards long, a nine-hole executive
ty, a modern practice range, a new clubhouse and a
softball fields, tennis courts and ample parking.

30 million of the $200 million is earmarked specifically
utive course/First Tee facility, practice range and
built on the current site of the North Course. A new
rison Avenue off Marconi Drive, near the heart of the

said he is aware of the project but has yet to see the
ore!Kids Foundation officials. He said City Park would
etitive enhancements to the crippled golf complex and
ject.

ryone else," Becker said. "Our board will be looking at
central to the issue is how affordable will it be for the

r the past seven or eight years; consequently revenues
ark is extremely important to us because historically it
uch revenue is generated and how much money flows
the proposal.”

d golf chairman, agreed.

ina where we could do much to reinvest in the park,"
is if we do get a major improvement now we have to
intriguing thing about Mike Rodrigue's plan. If it could
ning income for the park over the long term."
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th discounts given to Louisiana residents. Still in the
ight be priced at $145 for out-of-state golfers, $65 to
se might be priced at $75 for out-of-state golfers and

public golf course that is first class like a Cog Hill,"
Leitz said. "Obviously, we can't give somebody a 100-
ey Pines (a public golf course complex in San Diego),
se. With the trees they have there and with the right
I think it could be first class."

ugh the property,” said Jimmy Headrick, the former
ns at Eastover. "Water and trees; it's a great start. I'm
r Bethpage (in New York) or Brown Deer Park (in
ould make us all proud.”

is on board to design the two 18-hole layouts in
ms, a former LSU All-American, the 2001 PGA
-ranked player, who designed Carter Plantation Golf

ision a 50-percent discount for Louisiana residents,"

Il come to fruition, though he said there are numerous
hs ahead, such as securing the necessary financing,
Park, gaining approval from city, state and federal
id and hiring a firm to manage the daily operation.

o plans to run the golf complex.

briefed on it and | think the proposal sounds exciting,"
d. "I think if the decision-makers who have to make it
e, yes, | think it can happen.”

state Advisors Inc. has served as the point man on the
e!Kids Foundation board member Gary Solomon,
t, Barousse has worked closely with officials from the
Katrina.

utive vice president at Tulane and president at the
st two years as chairman of the East Lake Foundation.
ingent was forged with the help of Zurich Financial
e Yates, son of the 1938 British Amateur Champion by

I PGA Tour Championship, an event where the top 30
second course at the East Lake community is named
Gentleman Golfer."

dealing with parties that are not easy to nail down,"
the housing authority and the school system so we can
it's all conceptual at this point.

ize of Central Park. Everybody's vision is to make it
k fits New York City and to provide the many outdoor
t's the park's vision. | think what we have now is
r public/private partnership to bring in some outside
ppen.”

nd New Orleans groups have taken place. On Jan. 19,
t. Bernard complex.

t neighborhood crime rate in Atlanta, with the lowest
plete turnaround,” Knapp said. "It's now one of the
rter school is one of the fastest-improving elementary

here -- we have thousands of visitors a year to East
ic golf course. You don't have to have the place where
e feel strongly enough about the way this community
cities."

tion is to serve in a consultant capacity -- "we're the
istance to the Fore!Kids Foundation.

and from the folks in New Orleans," Knapp said. "But |
t. | think they've got a great team in place. And | say
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nta and look at this project, and you can kind of tell
0 isn't. A lot of people like to look at the old golf club
serious. | could tell that from the get-go."

dation should expect to encounter resistance from all

said. "I've heard the war stories of what we had to go
ersistent. They really got to want to do this. There are
roadblocks, and | suspect New Orleans won't be an
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